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(continued)

Special considerations (for Qualifiying Commission)

Although the result of Bad Wiessee, 2000, is strictly spoken not a valid norm itself - mainly 
due to the fact that there was apparently no rating floor at that time – we would like to draw 
your attention to the following details:

Result of Bad Wiessee, according to regulations of that time:
1 unrated with 2000, Ra = 2363   to low for a norm
(P.S.: The unrated player [Deues Erik] came into the succeeding list with 2130…)

According to regulations from 2003 (maybe since 2001?):
1 unrated with 2250 Ra = 2391    ok for norm with 7 out of 9 [Art. 1.46d]
1 raised to floor 2250 Ra = 2399   same as above [Art. 1.46c1]

(Norm even exceeded by 0.5 point!)
Conclusions:

- The result would have been a normal (performance-)norm, exceeding by 0.5 points, 
according to later regulations (2001? Or 2003 at the latest).

- It looks at least strange, that a result should have been much ‘better’ in later times. It 
was also almost impossible (having an opponent of 2000) to get a necessary Ra of 
>2380, and this in a strong open with 26 Grandmasters! Even with this 2000 rating 
the performance itself would have been clearly over 2600.

- It seems that this ‘problem’ has been solved soon afterwards (2001?) with the 
creation of the ‘Rating Floor’. (It is mathematically proven that a win against a low 
rated player can have a negative effect on the total performance.)

Considerations in the whole context

Even when not accepting Bad Wiessee 2000 as a norm itself, the following arguments 
should be taken into account:

- The norm result of Ohrid, 2001, Individual European Championship, was reached 
with having 13(!) grandmasters as opponent! Such a result, realised at the Olympiade  
would have been rewarded with the title directly. The level of an Olympiade at that 
time would have been about the same. (Later, such a result was upgraded to a norm 
with a value of 20 games, what would also be sufficient.)

- Looking at all 3 results together, the overall performance out of these 29 games has 
been reached against a respectable number of 23 grandmasters!

Due to all these considerations, the Swiss Chess Federation estimates it appropriate that the 
title should be awarded to Mr. Ekstr�m.

25.7.2010/Heinz Vifian, Rating Officer SUI
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